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MONDAY, APRIL 21, 1986

More
to join
Artis

By MICHAEL TIGHE

Staff Writer

The Passaic County Prosecutor’s
Office said yesterday that more
arrests and charges are expected
in the smashing of a county cocaine
ring that allegedly included John
Artis, whose triple-murder convic-
tion was overturned last year with
those of Rubin ‘‘Hurricane” Carter
in a case that drew national atten-
tion.

The ring, which included at least

11 other people, would travel to

upper Manhattan ‘to buy cocaine
and “crack,” said Chief Assistant
Prosecutor Donald Campolo, head
of the office’s Narcotics Unit. The
group would then sell to various
Passaic County dealers and users,
said Campolo. ‘

‘““This was a retail, rather than a

" wholesale, operation,” Campolo

said. “They did not carry a large
inventory, and turned over what
they had very quickly.”

The ring, in operation in north-
ern Passaic County since ‘‘at
least” December 1985, sold a cou-
ple of ounces of cocaine per week,
grossing an average of between
$3,000 and $5,000, Campolo said.
The arrests culminated a six- to
eight-week investigation initiated
by Wanaque police that included
wiretaps.

Artis, 40, of Redwood Avenue,
Paterson, was arrested at 6 p.m.
Friday while driving on Hamburg

See ARTIS, Page 2
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